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Said Hartley was busy with an article on " Macbeth," to appear (the vegetable spirits permitting) in the next Blackwood. He confessed to a creed touching Destiny which was new to me; denying Free-Will (if I understood him right) in toto; but at the same time maintaining that man is solely and entirely answerable for whatever evil he does, not merely that he is to suffer for it but that he is answerable for it, which I do not. I could not get Alfred to Rydal Mount, he would and would not1 (sulky one), although Wordsworth was hospitably minded towards him; and would have been more so, had the state of his household permitted, which I am sorry to say is full of sickness. ...Alfred despises the Citation and Exam, of W. Shakespeare2.
From Edward Fitzgerald. (After the visit at the Speddings, Mirehouse^)
LONDON, July 2nd, 1835. DEAR. TENNYSON,
I suppose you have heard of the death of James Spedding's sister-in-law: for my part I only came to know of it a day or two ago : having till then lived out of communication with any one who was likely to know of such things. After leaving you at Ambleside, I stayed a fortnight at Manchester, and then went to Warwick, where I lived a king for a month. Warwickshire is a noble shire: and the Spring being so late, I had the benefit of it through most of the month of June. I sometimes wished for you, for I think you would have liked
it well....... I have heard you sometimes say that you are bound
by the want of such and such a sum, and I vow to the Lord that I could not have a greater pleasure than transferring it to you on such occasions; I should not dare to say such a thing to a small man: but you are not a small man assuredly: and even if you do not make use of my offer, you will not be offended but put it to the right account. It is very difficult to persuade people in this world that one can part with a banknote without a pang. It is one of the most simple things I have ever done to talk thus to you, I believe: but here is an end; and be charitable to me.
1 He said that he did not wish to " obtrude himself on the great man at Rydal."
2 This refers to Landor's Essay so named.